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Melomed Hospital Holdings
spokesperson

MELOMED Hospital Holdings Ltd is the
largest independent private hospital
group in the Western Cape, operating
three private hospitals, an emergency
medical service and various other spe-
cialised medical services.

Melomed Gatesville first opened its
doors in 1989 and at the time was
licensed for 132 beds. Today, it is a
multi-disciplinary hospital equipped
with more than 200 beds. 

The hospital boasts some of the lat-
est in medical technology and innova-
tions that caters for all major medical
procedures.

Patients will enjoy even more
improved healthcare services after the
private hospital’s multi-million rand
upgrade.

The Melomed Gatesville Hospital has
completed its upgrade, showcasing a
27-bedded cardiac ICU, medical wards,
lifeskills unit, renal unit, oncology unit
and a nuclear medicine unit as well as
additional consulting rooms for special-

ists.
“We have experienced tremendous

growth over the past nine years which
has been dictated by public demand. 

“Obviously, with the addition of new
specialised services, we’ve had to
increase our number of beds, theatres,
equipment and emergency units,” says
Melomed’s CEO, Ridwaan Allie. 

“We’re excited about the launch of
the new venture because it gives spe-
cialists from our community a space to
practice as independent practitioners
within a private facility.”

The upgrade of the hospital is esti-
mated to have cost in the region of R70m.

“One of our dreams and goals was
to deliver improved medical services for
the surrounding community and we
matched up the public demand for spe-
ciality services,” said Randal Pedro,
Melomed’s PR and Marketing Manager.
“These world-class speciality services are
available right on our patients’
doorsteps.”

The new north wing follows in the
wake of the south wing upgrade, which
was opened in January last year. 

That upgrade saw the addition of a
radiology department with MRI (mag-
netic resonance imaging) facilities, a
bigger cardiac intensive care unit and
more private and general wards. 

From a technological point of view,
the MRI unit that has been installed in
the radiology department is one of the
latest state-of-the-art machines available
in the world. 

Before the installation of this MRI
facility, patients had to go to other hos-
pitals for this service.

Funding
The funding for the redevelopment

of Melomed Gatesville was made pos-
sible by the FirstRand Group and the
Industrial Development Corporation. 

“These financial institutions  pro-
vided a sizeable amount of funding for
the growth we have experienced over
the past five years,” said Mr Allie.

He thanked both these institutions
for their commitment to Melomed’s
vision. 

Part of the funding for these projects

was approved under the IDC’s Town-
ship and Rural Hospital Scheme. 

The IDC Township and Rural Hospi-
tal Scheme is for the development of
new hospitals and clinics, or expansion
of such facilities in rural and township
areas in South Africa.

Most of the Melomed management
and staff are from previously disadvan-
taged communities, as are most of the
resident doctors and specialists.

Mphilo Dlamini, IDC publicity man-
ager, said that the IDC was keen to be
involved in the project as encourage-
ment of BEE compliant companies
would help to change the healthcare
monopoly of the past. 

“IDC takes the long-term investment
view and is prepared to take higher risk.
We are serious about the transformation
of healthcare development in South
Africa,” he said.

Future growth
Looking forward at the growth of

the Melomed brand in the Western
Cape, Mr Allie confirmed that the

Melomed Hospital Group has applied to
the Department of Health to open a
new 160-bed hospital in Tokai and a
day clinic in Claremont.

He said construction of the facilities
will be completed in the next two or
three years.

Focus
“We are focusing on more affordable

reimbursement models and day clinics
are one of these models. Melomed aims
to be a preferred service provider with
funders and is looking forward to open-
ing these new facilities.”

Allie said he felt vindicated in look-
ing to expand Melomed’s footprint.

“Yes there is a demand for these
services but we are also passionate
about the country’s healthcare sector
going forward. 

“There’s a lot of talk about National
Health Insurance and we welcome this
move. 

“We certainly feel that every South
African is entitled to quality healthcare
and we aim to be a part of that process

Melomed Gatesville multi-million rand upgrade a
lifeline for Western Cape patients

UPGRADED: Melomed Gatesville – a world-class private hospital which first opened in 1989.
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